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PRACTICAL LAW 
Intestate deaths on or after 1 October 2014 where there is a 
surviving spouse

Does the surviving intestate have 
issue or other descendants? 

Surviving spouse receives 
everything

Surviving spouse receives:
• All personal chattels
• Statutory legacy of £250,000 or, four deaths on or after 6 February 2020, £270,000 free 

of tax, costs and plus simple interest from death at Bank of England base rate 
• One half of residuary estate absolutely

Issue (or other descendants) receive the remaining half of the residuary estate absolutely on 
the statutory trusts

YES

NO
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If you have any questions, please feel free to get in touch :-)

Ella Millet t


